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Greenland

� Global Warming

�

* NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies



� Global Warming
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Manhattan by the end of the Century?

� Global Warming Source: Prof. Daniel Schrag, Harvard University 
Center for the Environment
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� Energy Independence
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* US Energy Information Administration



NYC Out of Choices
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Air Pollution
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� Health
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Economics

� Economic Growth
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Our Best Hope

“The public must get      
informed….”

��

informed….”

Dr. James Hansen
Director, NASA Goddard 

Institute for Space Studies



Hairspray
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Ozone Success Story (CFC’s)

� Scientists: Clear warning

� Media: Transmitted clear message

�)

� Government: US/Europe leadership with policy, 
technical assistance and industry 
incentives 

� Special Interests: Over came initial skepticism, 
pursued advance technology

� Public: Quick response, spray cans replaced



Chlorofluorocarbons  CFC’s
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Government Policy
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� Government 
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Mayor Bloomberg’s Challenge 
to all New York City Universities
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CUNY Sustainability Project
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CUNY occupies 23 million 
square feet in 298 buildings 

distributed among 23 colleges 
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Sustainability Is

distributed among 23 colleges 
ranging in age from one to 160



Sustainability Task Force

Energy Use 
and 

Procurement

Building Green, 
Recommissioning 

& Retrofits

Renewables, 
Distributed 
Generation 
& Clean 

Operations & 
Maintenance

Professional 
Development

Curriculum Economic 
Development

Co-Chair
Vice Chancellor
Iris Weinshall

Co-Chair 
Deputy COO
Ron Spalter

Co-Chair 
Professor 

Robert Paaswell

Tria Case, Executive Director

Allan Dobrin
Executive Sponsor
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& Clean 
Fuels

Science External Training Clearing 
House and 
Repository 

for Emerging 
Technologies

Grant Writing Student 
Engagement

Food and 
Nutrition

CUNY Fleet Legal Procurement Public 
Outreach

Government 
Outreach

Campus Plan 
Compliance

Waste & 
Recycling

Energy Procurement Waste 
Management 

and 
Recycling

Transportation Curriculum Legal and 
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Student 
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Communication
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--------------------Recycling Liaison
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Executive



Sustainability Task Force
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CUNY Sustainability  Actions

Energy

- ‘Smart’ power strips

Sustainability Activities
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Transportation

- Hybrid purchases & incentives

Recycling

- Cooking oil reused as biofuel



Sustainable Action Highlights

Student Engagement

- Interns & Student Advocates

Sustainability Activities
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External Training

- First hands on PV lab in NYC

Procurement

- Styrofoam reduced



Polystyrene
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•Discounts at participating 
vendors

•Spread the message with 
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•Spread the message with 
the logo



Task Force Tools

Sustainable Times Newsletter

� Posted on our Sustainable CUNY 
website
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website

� Emailed to the Sustainable CUNY 
community

� Highlights our success

� Promotes CUNY Sustainable Actions



Sustainable 
CUNY 

Task Force Tools
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CUNY 
Website



Sustainable Actions
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New York City
Solar America City

The Solar 
side of 
CUNY

� Center for Sustainable Energy 
named Action Arm for NYC 
Solar America Initiative

��

� New York City Solar Summit

� Training the green collar 
workers
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� Green Energy Training @ CUNY (GET@CUNY)
� Center for Sustainable Energy at Bronx Community College- (lead)
� Kingsborough Community College
� LaGuardia Community College- NY Designs
� NY City Tech

Borough of Manhattan Community College

Sustainability Activities
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� Borough of Manhattan Community College

� The Solar Energy Consortium (TSEC)
� The City University of New York
� Cornell University
� Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
� Clarkson University
� Binghamton University
� The State University of New York at New Paltz



City University of New York
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